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his steps and become the fine democrat that, to my great
joy, I had discovered him to be on the Madras beach in
1919.
Let us then turn to what he has to say about Khadi:
"As long as I was within the fold of the Congress, the only
thing the constructive programme represented was khaddar, re-
moval of untouchability, and in later years prohibition. Now I
must frankly tell you that I have come deliberately to the conclusion
that not one of these goes to the root of the fundamental need
of this nation. Khaddar does not. I think it will not survive the
creator of the movement, Gandhiji. I have come to that conclusion
because of the fundamental economic defect which is attached
to khaddar- It costs far too much to produce and to buy, and is,
consequently, unjust to the consumer. Khaddar which costs about
a rupee a yard will not stand against the cloth produced by the
machine industries costing as. 6. My experience of khaddar is
that it results in injustice to the producer also. The women, the
spinners, who are at the root of khaddar, working for 10 hours
a day, have got to be content with a wage of as. 3. I suggest that
an industry based on the payment of as. 3 as wages to the funda-
mental producer thereof cannot succeed, because it amounts to
sweating of labour. The sweating of labour consists essentially in
paying to the labourer less than is sufficient for her physical main-
. tenance. It is no answer to say that the country is stricken with
famine, that there are millions of people without occupation, and
to say that for these as. 3 is better than no income whatever. I
refuse to accept that argument. That cannot be an argument which
can appeal to any human employer of labour, or any statesman
with a forward-looking view, in reference to the affairs of his country.
It is no consolation to be told that I shall be right in offering as. 3
wages a day, when I know as a matter of economic necessity
that the wages would not be sufficient to maintain the worker,
much less her family. That is to my mind the hopeless, ineradicable
and inexorable vice that attaches to khaddar. That is why today,
in spite of 7 or 8 years of labour by Gandhiji, and in spite of lakhs
of money poured like water into the organization of the industry,
the production of khaddar is infinitely small compared to the
magnitude of the problem that has got to be solved, that is to pro-
duce clothing for the whole of India, and to put an end to the
importation of Rs, 60 crores worth of cloth every year."

